A sharp discussion lias been carried on for some time, respecting the Thomsonian lectureship on Mineralogy in the University of Edinburgh. Dr Thomson of Palermo bequeathed, by will dated 1800, his collection of minerals and the sum of L.1500, to the dean and chapter of Christ Church, Oxford, on condition that they should inspect the collection every year, that they should expend onefifth of the income in extending it, and that they should appoint and pay out of the residue a lecturer on mineralogy. The 
